A Guide to Identifying the Copperhead: Size = 6 - 8 inches at birth; maximum about 48 inches.

Young have a yellow tail tip.

The pits viewed head on




At higher elevations in NC’s Mountains, =~ Two dark dots normally can
Copperheads tend to be darker and have be seen on the top of the head.
a distinctly coppery colored head. Some harmless species, like

the Garter Snake also have these.
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Fig. 1 = scale pattern under tail of harmless snake.
Fig. 2 = scale pattern under tail of Copperhead.

Note the round pupil in the eye of this
harmless Red-bellied Water Snake.
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Prepared by Alvin Braswell 26 May 2016. Photos property of N.C. State Museum of Natural Sciences. Reproduction by permission only. See
the Museum’s website (www.naturalsciences.orq) for a free pdf of Venomous Snakes of North Carolina booklet [look under
http://naturalsciences.org/visit/museum-store/featured-products].
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